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SUPPLEMENTAL EXAMINER AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Sliould tlie changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of sucli an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with W. Keith Robinson (Reg. No. 59,396) on 4 May 201 1 . 

3. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application: 

1-13. (Canceled) 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A server/client system in which a plurality of servers and a 
plurality of clients are connected through a network, and the servers execute a process 
based on a process request from the clients and transmit a process result to the clients, 
wherein 

at least one of the servers includes 

a process information receiving unit configured to receive information on 
the process from the clients through the network; 

a determining unit configured to determine a server to execute the process 
from among the servers based on the information on the process; and 
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a server information transmitting unit configured to transmit information on 
the determined server to the clients, and 
each of the clients includes 

a server information receiving unit configured to receive the information on 
the determined server; and 

a process request transmitting unit configured to transmit the process 
request to the determined server, 

wherein the determining unit includes 

a first calculating unit configured to calculate, for each of the servers, a 
first distance from an estimation point indicating an estimated consumption to an ideal 
consumption line, the first distance being a normal that connects the estimation point 
and the Ideal consumption line^the estimated consumption obtained by adding an 
amount of resource to be consumed by execution of the process to a point indicating an 
amount of resource that has been consumed by a current resource consumption for 
each of the servers, the ideal consumption line being a straight line that connects an 
origin point and a point indicating a maximum resource capacity for each of the servers 
expressed in a space having parameters of resource as axes; and 

a second distance calculating unit configured to calculate, for each of the 
servers, a second distance from the estimation point to the origin point In the space, and 

the determining unit is configured to determine the server based on at least one 
of the first distance and the second distance. 
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15. (Previously Presented) Tine server/client system according to claim 14, wherein 
the parameters include at least one of a load amount of a central processing unit, a load 
amount of a system memory, a load amount of a graphic processing unit, a load amount 
of a video memory, and a load amount of a network interface card. 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Currently Amended) load distribution device used in a server/client system in 
which a plurality of servers and a plurality of clients are connected through a network, 
and the servers execute a process based on a process request from the clients and 
transmit a process result to the clients, comprising: 

a processor; 

a process information receiving unit configured to receive information on the 
process from the clients through the network; 

a determining unit configured to determine a server to execute the process from 
among the servers based on the information on the process; and 

a server information transmitting unit configured to transmit information on the 
determined server to the clients, 

wherein the determining unit includes 

a first calculating unit configured to calculate, for each of the servers, a 
first distance from an estimation point indicating an estimated consumption to an ideal 
consumption line, the first distance being a normal that connects the estimation point 
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and the ideal consumption line, the estimated consumption obtained by adding an 
amount of resource to be consumed by execution of the process to a point indicating a 
current resource consumption for each of the servers, the ideal consumption line ttie 
f i rst d i stanco bo i ng a normal that connocts the est i mat i on point and tho i doa l 
consumpt i on li no being a straight line that connects an origin point and a point indicating 
a maximum resource capacity for each of the servers expressed in a space having 
parameters of resource as axes; and 

a second distance calculating unit configured to calculate, for each of the 
servers, a second distance from the estimation point to the origin point in the space, and 

the determining unit is configured to determine the server based on at least one 
of the first distance and the second distance. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The load distribution device according to claim 1 7, the 
parameters include at least one of a load amount of a central processing unit, a load 
amount of a system memory, a load amount of a graphic processing unit, a load amount 
of a video memory, and a load amount of a network interface card. 

1 9. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A load distribution method used in a server/client system in 
which a plurality of servers and a plurality of clients are connected through a network, 
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and the servers execute a process based on a process request from the clients and 
transmit a process result to the clients, comprising: 

receiving information on the process from the clients through the network; 

determining a server to execute the process from among the servers based on 
the information on the process; and 

transmitting the process request to the determined server, 

wherein the determining includes 

calculating, for each of the servers, a first distance from an estimation point 
indicating an estimated consumption to an ideal consumption line, the first distance 
being a normal that connects the estimation point and the ideal consumption line^ the 
estimated consumption obtained by adding an amount of resource that has been 
consumed by execution of the process to a point indicating a current resource 
consumption for each of the servers, the ideal consumption line being a straight line that 
connects an origin point and a point indicating a maximum resource capacity for each of 
the servers expressed in a space having parameters of resource as axes; and 

calculating, for each of the servers, a second distance from the estimation point 
to the origin point, in the space, and 

the determining includes determining the server based on at least one of the first 
distance and the second distance. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The load distribution method according to claim 20, 
wherein the parameters include at least one of a load amount of a central processing 
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unit, a load amount of a system memory, a load amount of a graphic processing unit, a 
load amount of a video memory, and a load amount of a network interface card. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium that stores therein 
a load distribution program for distributing loads of servers in a server/client system in 
which a plurality of servers and a plurality of clients are connected through a network, 
and the servers execute a process based on a process request from the clients and 
transmit a process result to the clients, the load distribution program making the servers 
execute: 

receiving information on the process from the clients through the network; 
determining a server to execute the process from among the servers based on 
the Information on the process; and 

transmitting the process request from the clients to the determined server, 
wherein the determining includes 

calculating, for each of the servers, a first distance from an estimation point 
indicating an estimated consumption to an ideal consumption line, the first distance 
being a normal that connects the estimation point and the ideal consumption Wne^ the 
estimated consumption obtained by adding an amount of resource to be consumed by 
execution of the process to a point indicating a current resource consumption for each 
of the servers, the ideal consumption line being a straight line that connects an origin 
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point and a point indicating a maximum resource capacity for each of tlie servers 
expressed in a space having parameters of resource as axes; and 

calculating, for each of the servers, a second distance from the estimation point 
to the origin point, in the space, and 

the determining includes determining the server based on at least one of the first 
distance and the second distance. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable recording medium according to 
claim 23, wherein the parameters include at least one of a load amount of a central 
processing unit, a load amount of a system memory, a load amount of a graphic 
processing unit, a load amount of a video memory, and a load amount of a network 
interface card. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN CHEW whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5571 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8:00AM-5:00PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571)272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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